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SERMON 


Isa1lan Ix, 22. 


A little one ſhall. become a thouſand, and a ſmall 
: one a ſtrong Nation : I the Lord will 
haſten it in His time. 


HE Evangelic Prophet is very particular, 
throughout This Chapter, in deſcribing the 

ſudden and mighty increaſe of Chriſtianity , 

ics triumphant progreſs thro all Nations, and its pre- 
valence over all other Religions in the World. And 
this Wondrous Enlargement of it, he takes occafion (at 
the Clofe of the Chapter) Particularly ro magnific 
from the conſideration of that Small Appearance it 
ſhould makear firſt, and thoſe Slender and Unpromiſing 
Beginnings, with which it ſhould {et our. A little 
one, lays he m That Verſe I have rcad to you, ſhall be- 
B come | 
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come a thouſand, and a ſmall one a ſtrong Nation. ; I the 
Lord will haſten it in His (i.e. in the Meſhahs) time. From 
which words therefore I ſhall rake occaſion to raile 
Theſe ſeveral Heads of Dilſcourle, 

Firſt, I ſhall enquire into the Matter of Fat itſelf 
to which This Propheſie reterrs; how ſwift and ſtrange 
the increaſe of; the Goſpel really was, at, and after 
its firſt ſerting out from Jeruſalem. 

Secondly, 'I thall prove to you, that This Increaſe 
was certainly Miraculous, and owing chiefly to the 
mighty Operations,and effeQual Afſiſtances of the Holy 
Spirit of God.” After eſtabliſhing which great Truth 
upon firm. and proper Arguments, I ſhall, in the 

Third place, fairly lay togerher what can be 
offered to evade the force of them, and give the ſe- 
veral Objections their Anſwers. | 

Fourthly, I ſhall conſider how great an Advantage 
it brings to the Chriſtian. Religion, ro have had ſuch a 
| miraculous increaſe of its Profelſors, and what excellent 
Uſes and Purpoſes it ſerves. 

Fifthly and Laſtly, I ſhall enquire into the Time 
when, and the Manner bow, this Miracle ceas'd; and 
make ſome ſuitable Refleftions upon ic, with regard, 
both to Thoſe who liv'd Then, When this ſtop was pur 
ro. the Goſpel, and to Hs, who live Now in the Latr 
Ages of the World. , 

[ I am to Enquire into the Matter of Fact itſelf, 

to which the: Propheſic of the Text referrs ; and to con- 
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[3] 
fider, how ſwift and Rrange the Increaſe of the Goſpel 
was, at, and after its firſt ſetting our from Jeruſalem. 
And the Account of this is as much above [maginati- 
on, as it is beyond Diſpute, 

From S. Luke we learn, that, upon the Aſcent of 
Our Saviour, the little Flock He had gathered conſiſted 
of but one hundred and twenty Diſciples; Theſe re- 
ceiv'd a mighty addition to their number on the very 
day of Pentecoſt, the day on which the Apoſtles enter'd 
on the Public Exerciſe of Their Miniſtry ; even on That 
day Three Thouſand Souls were brought over to the 
Faith, by a Sermon of S. Peters: ſo well did that Spi- 
ritual Fiſher begin to make good the Character, which 
Chriſt had given of him, that be ſhould catch men. 
Afﬀeer this, the number of the Diſciples multiplied in Jeruſa- 
lem greatly, ſays the ſame holy Pen: (greatly even in 
proportion to their firſt increaſe) Indeed ſo much, 
and ſo faſt, that even the 4s of the Apoſtles (which 
being written by S. Luke, the Companion of S. Paul, 
are As chiefly in giving an account of Thar Particular 
Apoſtles Labours and Travels, and of Thoſe of them 
only which he underwent in ſome Few Firlt years of 
his Miniſtry) I ſay (the Acts of the Apoſtles) do 
(however) contain an account of the ſpreading of the 
Goſpel Forwards thro many Eaſtern Countries, and 
Backwards thro a great partof the Welt : of its piercing 
on the one fide into all the Civiliz'd, and ſome ot _ 
the Barbarous Provinces of 4ſia, and on the other, 24 4 
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: grew, and waxed a great Tree: and the Fowls of the Air 


[4] 
far as the great Metropolis of Europe, Rome itſelf; fo 
miebtily grew the word of God, and prevail 'd! 

Indeed, The Writers of the Story of the Church do 
with one conſent agree, that Scythia, India, Gaul, and 
Egypt, all the moſt diftant parts of the World Then 
known, had the Doctrine of -Chriſt conyeyed to them - 
in leſs than forty years, i. e. before the deſtruction of 
the Jewiſh State by Tits. 

And what Degree of ſucceſs the Voice of "Theſe 
Preachers had in the ſeveral Countries, thro which 
it ſounded, we may learn from the Antient Apolo- 


|  giſts, who, e're Two Centuries were run out, pleaded 


for Chriftianicy, on the account of its vaſt and incre- 
dible numbers ; repreſented to the Heathen Emperors, 
that their Courts, their Camps, their Cities, their 
Provinces, were all full of them: and that it was im- 
poſlible to extirpate them without deſtroying the far 
Greatelt part of their Subjects. 

Thus did the Chriſtian Faith diffuſe itſelf, like 
Lightning, from Eaſt ro Weſt, with an unconceivable 
ſwiftnels ; gaining, as it went along, mighty ſpoils 
from all Religions, and gathering vaſt mulcitudes of 
every Country under its Banners, And therefore well 
did the Founder of this Kingdom Thus Propheſie con- 
cerning it. Unto what is the Kingdom gf God like ? and 
whereunto ſhall T reſemble it ? It is like a Grain of Muſtard- 
feed, which a man took and threw into his garden ; and it 


lodged 
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lodged in the branches of it. And, again he faid, Where- 
wnto ſhall F liken the Kingdom of God? Þ is like Leaven 
which a woman took and hid in three meaſures of meal, 
until the Whole was leavened. 

But becauſe the matter of Fac it ſelf, that there 
was ſuch a ſudden and prodigious increaſe of Con- 
yerts to Chriſtianity, is ſo well agreed upon on all 
hands,” as to need no ſet Proof; it may ſuffice to- 
have given this ſhort Account of it. 

I go on now, in the Second place, toprove, thatthis 
increaſe was certainly miraculous, and owing chiefly to 
the mighty Operations, and effectual Afliſtances of the 
Holy Spirit of God ; and that for This plain Reaſon : 
becauſe the Natural and Viſtble Cauſes which concurr'd 
to the Production of This great Effect, were not at 
all equal to the Effet a and therefore there 
mult needs have been {ome Supernatural and Inviſible. 
Caule at the bottom of it. 

The Agpaning Cauſes and Inftruments of this 
Wondrous Revolution were chiefly Twelve Men , 
of obſcure Birth and Parentage , of the meancſt- 
Education , of the plaineſt and ſimpleſt Under- 
ſtandings, unpoliſh'd by Learning and Eloquence, un- 
nuimprov'd by Experience'and Converſe; Men of no 
Subtilty, no Art, no Addreſs; that had no- manner 
of Authority, Intereſt, or Repure in the World. 
Theſe Men undertake to convince the World, that 
ene Jeſus, a Man who had been ſeen juſt before to- 
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expire publickly on the Croſs, was the true God) 
bleſſed forever ; and, in conſequence of this, to preach 
up a Doctrine the -molt unwelcom to Fleſh and Blood 
that could be, the moſt repugnant to Men's natural 
Deſires and Inclinations, to their ſettled Habits, and 
inveterate Prejudices ; contrary to the Eſtabliſh'd Rites 
and Religions of all Countrys, and in all Apes of the 
World. They ſet out from Jeruſalem with This De- 
ſign, they diſperſe themſelves through all the quarters 
of the 'Earth, they ſucceed every where, andin a yery 
ſhort time prevail. with great Multicudes in every 
Nation and Kingdom to ſubmit to the Laws, and to 
own the Religion of Jeſus. 

Now, I ſay, here was no manner of proportion be- 
tween the Cauſe and its Effet, between the Work that 
was wrought,and the Inſtruments that wrought it : and 
therefore 1t muſt needs have been, that a Divine In- 
viſible Power went along with 'em in every ſtep, 
and miraculouſly bleſs'd their Endeavors. Which Truth, 
that we may be fully convinc'd of, I ſhall conſider 
more particularly, What (naturally ſpeaking) are the 
beſt Advantages for a New Opinion to ſer up with, 
and under what Circumſtances it is moſt likely to 
prevail; and I ſhall ſhew, that the Chriſtian Religion 
was utterly deſticute of Every One of thele Adyanta- 
ges, and yer nevertheleſs did prevail. 

Now there axe Four Things that chiefly conduce 
cothe ſpreading of any New Doctrine, and do moſt 
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remarkably make way for its reception in the World. 

As, Firſt, It the Principles of it be luiced to the 
Luits,the Intereſts,and Wiſhes of Thoſe among whom 
It is to be propagated. 

Secondly, If it be ſupported and countenanced by 
Men of Power and Authority, of great Name and 
Note; if it be either forcibly obtruded upon men by 
thoſe who have Dominion over 'em, or more indi- 
etly advanc'd by Art and Management, and the 
Methods of worldly Prudence. 

Thirdly, If ic be firſt brought into the World in 
dark and. barbarous Ages, when Men are either roo 
Rude and Illicerate to be Able to weigh And to diſpute 


- the Truth of it, or too much ſunk in Sloth and Vice, 


to be Willing to do it. Or, 

Fourthly, It it be not propoſed to men, all At Once, 
but be inſinuated into 'em by Degrees,Secretly and In- 
ſenſibly. 

. As to the Firſt of thele, ic is certain, that nothing 
recommends a new Doctrine ſo much, or bids ſo fair 
for its Univerſal Reception, as its falling in with the 
corrupt Deſires and Inclinations, the Paſſions and Pre- 
judices of Men. For Menare, without difficulty,brought 
to, believe an Opinion true, which they wiſh true 
beforchand. And This was the way in which that 
cunning Impoſtor Mahomet ſet up for a new Propher. 
He made his Do&trine as reliſhing and. palatable as 
he could; contriv'd it on purpoſe, fo, as ic might þ'- 
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tiie Men's Luſts and: Appetites, and eſpecially that 
ic might comply with the looſe and wanton Man- 
ners of the Eaſt; where he firſt erected his Standard. 
And Thus alſo, ever ſince, has Libertiniſm of all kinds 
promoted its Intereſt, and increaſed its Party, He- 
cerodox Opinions have grown up and thriven, in pre- 
judice to true Religion, and ſound Morality, becauſe 
there was Something in *em that flattered either our 
Vanity, our Luſt, or our Pride, and fell in with a 
darling Inclination, And This was that fingle Art, 
to which Mr. Hobbs ow'd all his Reputation and his 
Followers ; it was not his Philoſophy, and his boaſted 
Reaſon that drew Men in, but the skill he had in ficting 
his Principles to Men's Conſtitutions and Tempers : 
He knew what would take and be lik'd, and he ex- 
preſs'd it after a taking manner; and no wonder then 
if it were greedily entertain'd. To talk again#t re- 
ceiv'd Opinions, and in behalf of ſome beloy'd Vices 
and Frailties ; to dreſs up his Diſcourſe in all the 
natural Beauties of Language, and to give it befide 
the air of Demonſtration ; "This he knew to be a lure 
way of making the Men of Wir and Pleafure of his 
fide; and This therefore he followed with application 
and ſucceſs, like one of the Children of This Generation, 
thar are wiſer in Their way, than the Children of Light. 
Bur now, when Chriſtianity firſt appear'd, did ic 
take This way of ſpreading its wats (> No! but, 
quite contrary , it propoſed naked and fimple Truths, 
withourc 
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without any regard to what was Agreeable and Pleafing. 
Ic held forth High and Unconceivablemyſteries, which 
the Pride of Man would make him apt to Suſpe&t, 
| becauſe he could not Comprehend ; and it preach'd up 
Harſh and Ungrateful Doctrines,which did Violence to 
Mens Natures,and which it was Death to them to think 
of entertaining. And yer, I ſay, under This grear 
Diſadvantage it made its way, and proſper'd. Burt 
Secondly, It is another great Advantage to a riſing 
Opinion, if it be _ by Men of Authority, Re- 
ute, and Parts; that may either force its reception 
y Dint of Power, or bring it about by Arts of 
Management and Contrivance, And Thus the Pro. 
phet of the Eaſt alſo hew'd out his way by the power 
of the Sword ; took advantage from the diviſions 
and weakneſs of Chriſtendom, to arm a Savage 
Multitude , and make large inroads into it; and 
then , having brought into ſubjection the Bodies of 
Men firſt, had no hard task afterwards to inflave 
their Souls. 
And Thus was it, that the Papal Uſurpations often 
revail'd; the Biſhops of Rome got Zealous Princes | 
into their Intereſts, and made them bliadly obeatenc 
ro the Holy See, and then, by Their help, forc'd their 
Decrees upon whole unwilling Provinces and King- 
doms. And as Some of their Encroachments Thus got 
footing, ſo many Ochers, we know, were broughr in 


at firſt, and have been ſupported ever lince, by che | 
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higheſt and moſt refind Arts of Policy. That Sec has 
never wanted, from the very moment that it firſt ſer 
up ics pretences, a number of skilful Managers, that 
have continually pleaded its Cauſe, and carried on its 
Intereſts, with all the Dexterity and Addreſs that 


Human Wit is capable of : It has ever had the 


warmeſt (I had almoſt ſaid the wiſeſt) heads, and 
moſt willing hands, ready to engage in its Service : 
and no wonder therefore it its Deluſtons have ſpread 
ſo far and wide, and infected ſuch Numbers. 

It was much the Same Caſe with the Broachers of 
Herefie in the Antient Church; They were generally 
Leading Men, of ſome Figure and Repute in the 
World, of great Wir and Subtlety : and by the help 
of Theſe they were able to raiſe a Duſt, and to make a 
Noiſe, and to create a Party to themſelves. 

But now, when Chriſtianity ſet out, how weak 
and defenceleſs was ir, how Artleſs and undeſigning ! 
How utterly unſupported either by the Secular Arm, 
or Secular Wildom! I ſend you, ſaid our Saviour to 
his Apoſtles, like Sheep among Wolves : And accordingly 
they went forth in the Spirit of Simplicity, of Hu- 
* mility, and Meekneſs : Arnnd only wich Truth, 
and Innocence; a good Caule, and an equal Reſolu- 
tion : The Weapons of their Warfare were not Carnal, but 
Spiritual, 

The Meſſengers of theſe Glad Tydings were ſo far 

from. having a Name in the World, that. They were 
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Contemtible : Were ſcorn'd, as Jews, by the Reſt of 
Mankind ; and as the meanelt and lowelt of Jews, by 
the Jews themſelves. They left their Nets, and their 
Hooks (which probably were the Onely things they un- 
derſtood) to come into a New World, which they 
knew nothing of, and to Preach a New Goſpel, with 
which all Men were unacquainted: and yer ſtill, I 
ſay, under Theſe diſadvantages alſo, the Word of God 
mightily grew and prevail d. 

A Third Help towards planting a Doctrine it has 
been ſaid to be, if it be brought into the World in 
Dark and Barbarous Times ; when Men are either too 
Rude and Illiterate,to be Able to weigh,and to diſpute 
the Truth of it; or too much ſunk in Sloth and Vice, 
to be Willing to do it. And This again cannot but puc 
us in mind of he Romiſh Superſtirions.For itis IS 
They took That Time of ſettling and ſpreading their 
Empire that, of all Times, fince the coming of Chriſt, 
was the moſt Ignorant, and the leaſt Inquiſitive ; 
when Men were Vicious Lazy Dif pirited, Fearful, and 
Credulous ; when groſs Darkaels ſat upon the Face of 
the Weſt ; when the [rruptions of the Goths and YVan- 
dals had deſtroy'd all the Old Learning, as well as the 
Old Buildings, and leir nothing but Ignorance and 
Barbarity behind them : Then, 1n that Night, as the 
Parable ſpeaks, did the Cunning Enemy come, and 


ſow bis Tares, when there was no body ar Work, or 


Awake to obſerve him. And, when he had fown 
C 2 them, 
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them, how could it otherwiſe be, bur that they ſhould 
grow up together with che Corn, and Flouriſh > Bur 
did the Goſpel take theſe advantages of Mens -Credu- 
liry and Supimeneſs? Ne,it took all ways of being Try'd 
and Examin'd t& the uttermoſt, It alarm'd the 
World a good while Before hand, and gave fair Warn- 
ing of its approach by plain Signs, and PrediRions : 
and if the Prophecies of the Old Teltament will not 
be admitted as Proofs in this caſe, ſure Tacitus, and 
Firgil may be heard ; the Firſt of which lays it down, 
a5 a known Truth, that there was (about the Timeof 
- our Saviour) a ſtrong Tradition, throall the Eaſt, of 
a certain mighty Prince that was Then and There ex- 
pected ro ariſe, and to govern the World; and the 
Latter, out'ot the Sibylline Verſes, tranſcrib'd Such an 
Account of things, as did evidently, and could only 
belong to the Days of the Goſpel,” and the Reign of 
the Mefhah. | 

But That, which is moſt Remarkable on This Head, 
is, that God pitch'd upon That particular Age, to ma- 
nifeſt his Goſpel in, when Good Senſe, and Learning, 
and Wit were at the higheſt ; When the Roman Empire 
was in its full Glory, and together with it all the Arts 
and Sciences flouriſh'd : When the World was in 

ofound Peace, and at Liberty to examine the Truth 
of 'an Opinion, that ſer up with Such pretences. Then 
did the Glorious Light of the Goſpel ſhine forth, and 
| challenge all che Curioſity, the Subtilcy, and Spite of 
. bf" Mean. 
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Men to inquire into it, and fiftir. The Dodtrines of 
Chriſtianity thew'd themſelves bare fac'd to all the 
Wits and Sages, of both Rome and Athens ; and de- 
fy'd their Doubts and their Reaſonings. And yet, uns, 
der Theſe diſcouraging Circumſtances alfo,it rook root 
dowawards, and brought forth fruis upwards, ſpec- 
dily, and abundantly, 'B. 

The fourth Help towards eſtabliſhing any New 
Doctrine is, if it þe not propos'd to Men All at Once, 
but inſinuated into them only by inſenfible Steps and 
Degrees : and This method has often made room for 
the belief of the moſt Monſtrous Do&trines, and the 
entertaintment of the Wildeſt Abſurdities, Wirnels 
[once more] ſeveral Articles in the Roman Catholic 
Faith ; which, had they been offer'd to the minds of 
Men at once, in their full Latitude, had been refus'd 
with indignation and horror ; but being propos'd by 
piecemeal as it were, were admitted , before Mea 
were aware ; every firſt ſtep into Error ſmoothing the 
way towards .a ſecond; and ſo onward, till the patlage 
was widen'd enough for a good luſty Contradiftion 
ro enter in at it, Burt far from this Artificial Method 
of winning belict was the Religion of Jeſus. Ar its 
firſt coming abroad it offer Melt tothe View of Men, 
at full Length, and in all irs proportions. . No Moral 
Precept was reſerv'd for a more Convenient Time, 
no Doctrine (no Great Fundameatal Doctrine) was 
difguis'd, or conceal'd. The. Meſlage it brought,..ic, | 
deliver'd _ 
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deliver'd, plainly and openly, at once ; the moſt un- 
welcome Practical Truths, a long with Thoſe alread 
Receiv'd; the Sublimeſt Points of Faith, together 
with the moſt Eafte and Allow'd Ones. 

The Primitive Apoſtles, did not, like thoſe Later 
ones, the Fathers of the Miſſion of China, Preach u 
firſt a Glorify'd, and then a Crucify'd Saviour ; but bore 
the Scandal of the Croſs, whereſoever, and to whom- 
ſoever they open'd the Do&trines of it: The laying 
of Jeſus, and his being hanged on a Tree is mention'd 
in the very firſt Sermons of S. Peter. This (humanel 
ſpeaking) was an Unlikely way of gaining Proſelytes; 
and yer, in ſpite of This Unlikelyhood .Thus were in- 
numerable Proſelytes gain'd. | 

Let us lay together what has been ſaid. The Goſpel 
of Chriſt, atirs Earlieſt appearance, had all the ts 
bilities in the World againſt its Succels : for it was pol- 
ſeſt ſcarce of any One of thoſe advantages, which do 
moſt {ignally recommend a new Doctrine, and make 
ir-thrive. Ir had no Complying Tenets, to ſooth 
Mens Appertites and Paſſions ; but was all Harſh and 
Auſtere, It had no encouragement, no prote&tion 
from the Civil Power ; no Force nor Cunning to up- 
holdit; no Men of Eminence and Eſteem to engage 
on its fide. The Age, in which it choſe to diſcover 
ir ſelf, was the moſt diſcerning and enlightned, the moſt 
curious and inquiſitive of | perhaps] any that ever was 
before ir, or has been fince it : and therefore it did nor 


impoſe 


impoſe at unawares upon a rude and ignorant Genera- 
tion. Finally its Promulgers deliver'd ic not out by 
Parcels, as is the way of Cunning and Deſigniag 
Men ; but offer'd the Whole of it to be all rogether 
examin'd, and compar'd. And yet, with All Theſe 
Clogs and Incumbrances upon it, it ſprang forth, and 
m_ its way into the World, by a Corfe and incre- 
dible Progreſs. 

And from hence therefore I inferr, that a Divine 
Power and Vertue muſt needs. have gone along wich 
it, to Supply what was Wanting to it upon Other ac- 
counts ; and that irs Increaſe cannot be eſteem'd of 
any otherwiſe, than as Supernatural and Miraculous : 
So that, were we acquainted with nothing more con- 
cerning the Apoſtles, but what we have in the Four 
Evangeliſts; were the Book of their 4s loſt, and, 
rogether with it, all manner of account of the won- 
drous Effuſion of the Holy Spiric upon them, at the 
day of Pentecoſt ; and of the mighty Signs and Won- 
ders which they afterwards perform'd in Vertue of 
that Unction : I ſay, were we inthe Dark to all theſe 
Matters of Fa&, which plainly ſhew the Chriſtian 
Religion to have been propagated by Miracle ; yer 
could no Conſidering Man however deny bur that their 
muſt have been ſomewhat Miraculous in ic. Such an 
Increaſe from Such beginnings ; Such a wonderful Re- 
volution brought about by Such weak and' diſpropor- 
tion'd Inſtruments, is itſelf a Miracle, and the great- 

eſt 
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eſt of Miracles: and does as _ aſſore us, that 
the Preaching of the Apoſtles was in the Demon#tration 
of the Spirit and of Power, as it we bad heard them 
ſpeaking with Strange Tongues, ſeen them Healing 
the Blind and Lame, and Reviving the Dead. 

Which Truth that we may be yet Further confirm'd 
in, ler us conſider (as I propos'd) in the Third Place, 
what Shifts the Enemies of the Goſpel make uſe of to 
evade the force of This Argument. This then is the 
utmoſt that Any of them pretend to ſay, *Tis true, 
they will own, Chriſtianity mulciply'd very faſt, and 
This Increaſe of it was, in ſome ſenle, Miraculous : That 
is,it was wonderful ; as every Unuſual Thing is to thoſe 
who do not know, or conlider the Caules of it. But 
ro a man, they ſay, that will dare to go out of the 
Common road, and to think for himſelf, it will ap- 
pear, that there were at That Time natural Cauſes a 
foot, ſufficient ro produce this Effet, without need- 
ing a Recourle to lomething Divine and Supernatural, 
The Apoſtles indeed were 7 welve plain Illiterate Men, 
that had not in Themſelves force or skill enough, to 
bring about Such an Event : but Their Natura] Inability 
was lupply'd by a Lucky Confluence of Ocher Cauſes, 
and by leveral Accidental Advantages, that mightily 
help'd on the Work, As for Example, 

The Sufferings of thoſe poor bigotted Creatures, 
the Martyrs, made mighty impreſſions upon Men, 
| clpecially upon Thoſe of the fame Rank with the 
13 Sufferers 
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Sufferers, the Common people ; who never fail to take 
the fide of the Oppreſs'd; and to think that Cauſe good 
(letir be whatit will) for the Profeflion of which Men 
are #s'dill, Then, the Purity of the Chriſtian Moral* 
was a mighty Argument to bring in the Men of Probiry 
and Vertue into the Intereſts of the Goſpel. And fo Allo, 
was the Analogy of ſome of its Mytical Truths, to 
the Doctrines of Plato, then in great eſteem and 
vogue, a very good Baitto the Men of Philoſophy 
and Learning, The Diſtribution of Goods, which 
the firſt Chriſtians made, and their Living together 
in Common, was a good Reaſon for many 'mens ' 
embracing That Truth, which they were ſure would 
maintain them. The Caſual Ceſſation of Oracles 
was immediately tura'd co the advantage of the Chri- 
ſtian Religiou, as if That had procurd it. And the 
deſtrution of the Jewiſh State, contributed greatly to 
the encreaſe of the Chriſtian Numbers; waver, it 
ſeem'd to have been foretold by Chriſt ; and therefore 
luckily coming to pals about r time, rais'd an high 
Opinion in Men of his Perſon, and Doctrine ; and 
made them willing to think, that the Chriſtian Efta- 
biſhment, now newly ſet up, was deſign'd by God to 
come into the Room of the Jewiſh one, which then 
hapned to be pull'd down. 

And thus, ſay they, ſeveral Extraordinary and 
Accidental Advantages conſpiring to advance the 
Growth of Chriſtianity, it grew indeed mightily, and 
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prevail'd : as alittle River will (well high, and ſpread 
ſelf wide, and run far, if a great many other Streams 
ſhould at once happen to empty themſelves into it. 
and Theſe ſecond Cauſes, they think had of themſelves 
force enough, without cur having recourle to. a firſt, 
to ſolve the appearance. : 
But now, in oppolition to this, that Theſe 
Cauſes aſfign'd were utterly inſufficient to produce the 
Event, for which they are afſign'd, a ſhort Review 
of them, I think (and the time will allow of but a 


” ſhortone) will cafily fatisfie us. 


The, Blood of the Martyrs was indeed, according 
to that well known ſaying, the Seed of the Church; 
But how ? Not ſurely by alluring Men to the Profe(- 
fion of Chriſtianity , at the Time when thoſe Mar- 
tyrs ſuffer'd; for certainly nothing was more apt to 
frighten and diſcourage men from profeſſing the 
Goſpel, then to find they ſhould be perſecuted for it. 
Bur the meaning of that ſaying is, that the Sufferings 
and Torments, which the firſt Chriſtians underwent, 
fo willingly and ſo bravely, were a ſtrong Evidence 
of the "Truth of that DoErine, which could inſpire 
its followers with ſo much Courage, Conſtancy, and 
Reſolution ; and diſpos'd men mightily to embrace the 
| Religion of Chrilt - afterwards, in, better and more 

wet Times. 
Bur before This Motive could have any great force 
and influence, the Goſpel had allready ſpread and 
| lertled 
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ſertled itſelf every where : and therefore nothing can 
well be accounted for, on This Head, but the Acceſſion 
that was made to Chriſtianity, after it was ſufficiently 
eſtabliſh'd; and This had confefledly nothing extra- 
ordinary in it, and is not the Thing which we are 
at preſent Enquiring after. 

The fame Anlwer ſerves to that Other pre- 
tended account of this Increaſe, from the Deſtruttion 
of the Jewiſh State. It did indeed add to the Num- 
bers of Chriſtian Converts, when ic hapned ; but ic 
hapned not till near forty Years after S Death of 
Chriſt; and by That time Chriſtianity was ſtrong 
enough of itſelf, and needed no Aids. And then, 
even at that time, tho Several Jews promoted the In-- 
rereſts of the Goſpel, by owning the Faith, yet the 
Obſtinate Part of them, that ſtood out, did it a- 
bundantly more harm, then the Complying Ones did 
it good, For They were not fatisfy'd in rejecting 
Chriſtianity themſelves, but made ir their buſineſs to 
render it odious, ſuſpected, and contemptible to the 
Heathens alſo, in all the Corners of the Earth, to 
which they were driven. 

The Purity of the Chriſtian Morals, and the an- 
(werable Lives of Chriſtian Converts, was indeed 
what would be apt to make men admire and value 
the Dottrine of Chriſt, but by no means to come un- 
der the Yoke of ic ; For tho moſt Men havean Eſteem 


for ſtrict Rules, and ſtrict Livers; yer few care to pra 
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Aiſe the one, or to Imitate the other. And nothing, | 
think, could be contriv'd fo effectual (next to the for- 
mer wiſe Motive from the Sufferings of the Martyrs) 
to deterr men from Chriſtianity ; as to tell them, that 
when they took ir upon them, they muſt renounce 
their deareſt Appetites, and Paſſions, and deny their 
very Selves. And I deſire the Men, who raile theſe 
Objections againſt the Divinity of the Goſpel, to tell 
us fairly, whether if They had liv'd at that time, they 
think They ſhould have come in upon This Principle : 
I am ſure, they would not ; becauſe ir is This Principle 
alone, that they muſt part with their SatisfaCtions and 
Pleaſures if they do, that keeps them out of it now. 
Therefore neither can This be any Sufficient reaſon for 
the ſydden and wide Growth of Chriſtianity. 

The Analozy of fome myſtical Truths of Chriftianity to 
the Dorine of Plato, is a yeta weaker plea. For This 
Motive is Calculated to touch but very few onely, 
the Philoſophers of the Academic School. And with 
Thoſcit could have no Great weight (urely : or, at leaſt, 
not enough, toover ballance that Scorn and Contem 
which upon otker accountsthey had of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion and its Promulgers; of Thar, for irs ſhort Unphi- 
loſophica] way of propoſing its Truths, without De- 
-, monſtration and Reaſoning; and of. Thoſe, for their 
* _ Ignorance, and the Meannels of their Education. And 
| accordingly we find the Event was : For we have 
no. abſolute certainty that any One Philoſopher of 
Note 
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Note embrac'd the Chriſtian Faith, till it had been: 


for many Years Preach'd and diſſeminated, and had 
taken deep root in the World. 

The Caſual Ceſſation of Oracles (as 'ris call'd) about 
the Time of Promulging the Goſpel was not caſual, 
but dire&ly caus'd by = Promulgation ; and we 
own, had men underſtood it to be ſo, then, and 
imputed this Ceſlation to irs True Principle, it would 
have been very EffteQual to have brought in the 
Heathen World to the acknowledgment of Chriſt; 
But we deny, that they did at all underſtand, or allow 
it to be ſo. And fora plain Proof of this, we referr 
our ſelves to That diſcourſe in Plutarch, about the 
Ceſlation of Oracles ; where, among many Reaſons 
which that Learned Man aſſigns for ir, This of the 
coming of Chriſt is not mention'd , or hinted art : 
Tho He gives Such an account of things there, that a 
Chriſtian would eaſily prove, from what He relates, 
that it was really the coming of Chriſt that effected ir. 

Laſtly, Neither can any probable account of this 


matter be drawn from the Charitable Diſtribution of- 


their Goods which the ſirſt Chriſtians made. For, ſup- 


poling This might tempt ſome of the Poorer ſort ;.. ; 
yet ſurely They that were Eafte in their Circumſtan- | 
ces, and ha4 wherewithall to ſuſtain themſelves, did - 

not come in upon This Motive. It will not be ſaid,” 
I hope, that They who made this Diſtribution of their | 


Goods (which will be found have been a very great 


and 
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"-and conſiderable number) came in to partake of it. 
* But then neither could the Hopes of this be any Great 
Tempration even to the Poorer fort; ſince there 
was quneginns in the Chriſtian Religion ten times 
more apt to frighten them, than This was to allure 
them ; the ſtrict, Rules of Honeſty and Temperance 
they were bound to live by, and the great Calami- 
ties and Perſecutions they were ſure to undergoe. 
| do not deny (after all)but that Every One of Theſe 
Cauſes, might (in a natural way) contribute ſomewhat, 
either to the planting, or ſpreading of the Goſpel. 
But I think it is Evident, from the ſhort Hints I have 
ſuggeſted to You, that All of them together, were not 
able to do the thoulandth part of That Work, which 
is allotted them. And therefore to reſolve this Great 
Event into a mere Conſpiracy of ſecond Cauſes, as 'tis 
call'd, without any regard to the firſt, is an abſurd 
and a ſenſeleſs atrempr; and onely ſhews us, how ve- 
ry ſtrong an Inclination and Biaſs there muſt be in Some 
minds towards Infidelity, when they can brin 
themſelves toeſpouſe it, upon fo very Slight Grounds. 
A man that ſhould ſee an Acorn put into the 
Ground, and perceive in a Few weeks or months an 
Oak ſhoot up from it, to a prodigious height, and 
} ſpread its Branches to an amazing extent ſo as even 
. to cover the whole Field where it grew; might as 
well {ay , there was a ſtrange Conſpiracy of Na- 
\ tural Cauſes, an extraordinary degree of warmth, 
| moylture, 
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moyſture, and ſo forth, which concurr'd to produce- * 
this effet; as affirm, that the Vaſt Progreſs of the- * 
Goſpel was owing to ſuch petty Principles, as Some 
men endeavour to perſuade themſelves it was. 

But ic muſt be granted them, chat their Thoughts 
are of a piece, and that This particular Tenet falls in 
with Their Syſteme; For their account of the New 
Creation by Jeſus Chrift, is much like That they 
give of the Old one. It was a Lucky Hit of con- 
curring Cauſes that propagated Chriſtianity, And it 
was a Lucky Hit allo, in the ſeveral motions of in- 
numerable Atoms that at firſt made the World. : 
And 'tis the ſame Lucky Hit that ſtill preſerves and .* 
governs it too. And They who aſlertthe Laſt of theſe 
Opinions, may, conſiſtently enough, be ſuppoſed to 
entertain the former too. Burt ſurely no other Creature 
but an Atheiſt by Complexion can ever take up with 
ſuch pittiful Accouuts of things. 

Well then, The Chriſtian- Religion, from ſmall 
and weak beginnings, ſpread itſelf farr and wide, af- 
rera ſndden and ſtrange manner; and this it did, a- 
gainlt all probabilicy, and contrary to all the Rules 
of ſucceſs, that all other Riſing Opinions have ever 
ſer up wich : It had no One of thoſe great Ad- 
vantages , ſome of which recommend every new 
Se&t that ſtands and prevails : and as for all other 
Leſſer Helps and Aſliſtances coward its increaſe which 
the Wir of Man can aflign, they are apparently too 
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weak to ſuſtain the weight that is lay'd on them. 
| Ir remains therefore, that This wondrous Effe&-ſprang 
* undoubtedly from the immediate Influence of the 
* Firſt Cauſe, actuating after an Extraordinary man- 
ner the Induſtry, and bleſſing the Endeavours of the 
| Apoſtles; ſtirring up the Minds of Men to attend to, 

- and diſpoſing Their Hearts to imbrace the Truths 

of the Goſpel; in a word, accompanying all they 

” ſaid and did, with mighty Signs, and Wonders ; 
* with the Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power ! 
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